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HOW NOT TO DO IT IN PEKING





FOR
the following amusing record of an actual

experience I am necessarily indebted to a man

friend, as for a lady to visit an official bureau in

Peking and attempt to transact business would be
considered trifling with its dignity, and naturally what
befell her would be somewhat out of the usual course.






"A main street through which I passed was thronged
with people gathered to witness the execution of a
criminal by the lingchi process, and I had difficulty in

making my way through the crowd. The event was
more than commonly interesting owing to the factof
the criminal being a high official. This man,

appeared, had, during the disturbances in 1900,
murdered two whole families, and so acquired their

possessions; he was recently denounced by a
woman

his guilt proved, and sentence passed accordingly.I
would not be diverted, however, from my quest of

the

Shangpu, but a European who was present
at the






execution told me that it was a most tragic spectacle

the prescribed process was literally carried out, the

pieces
of flesh, as cut away, being thrown to the crowd,

who scrambled for the dreadful relics.


